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THE NAMES

have influenced the course of their life. Amelia Earhart.

The Lumidre brothers. Only last week, she'd noticed a

book on her husband's bedside tabie, Clinical Neurology by

Lord'Walter Russell Brain.
'Doesn't that strike you as odd?' she d asked.

'Coincidence,' Gordon had replied.'Although you
wouldn't believe the number of urologists called Burns,

Cox, and Ball. And, actually, Mr Legg is pretty cotnmon
in orthopaedics.'

Do 1,1.t11 not see the risk? she'd wanted to say. Do you not

se€ tlmr calLing our son Gordon might mean he ends up like you?

But she couldn't. Because surely that was the point.
She rests the crook of a bent finger against the warmth

of the baby's cheek as though his skin might transmit some

vital message. Of what he wants. Of who he might be. But
before anything can be divined, something crashes against

the back wall of the house - a sound both heard and felt.

She draws the baby closer as the security light flickers

on outside, illuminating the roiling silhouettes of the firs.

Vast and looming, then receding, before being made large

agarn.. She hears Gordon emerge from the next room and

belt down the stairs, pictures him striding pyjamaed across

the dark of the living room towards the patio doors, then

standing in the spotlight, squinting without his contact
lenses, trying to determine what's out of place. She

imagines him reduced by the looming threat of the trees,

the immensity of the storrl.
A few minutes later he opens the door to the nursery,

and Cora feels a draught of cold air, as though it's attached

itself to his clothing and followed him up the stairs. 'It was

just the watering can,'he says.'Come back to bed now.'

'Soon,' she agtees. J
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THE NAMES

the pavement.A few doors up, a man's shirt is caught on a

privet hedge, pegs still pinched at its shoulders. Maia's eyes

flit about, their town suddenly a spot-the-difference puzzle.

They walk along the edge of the colrunon, steering the

pram around fallen branches, stopping to look at an oak's

vast, wormy rootball, dripping with clods of mud. Maia

crouches in the hollow beneath.'Careful not to get your
coat dirry' Cora says. FIis words. Her own instinct is to
encourage Maia to lie down, to breathe in the rich, musky

scent of the earth, to imagine herself as a fox cub curled

L1p nose to tail. She's nine, on the cusp of being too old
to \\'ant to do these things.

Maia clambers out and dusts off her coat. At the zebra

crossing, where the amber globe of a Belisha beacon lies

decapitated beside the road, they wait for the cars to stop.

Maia looks towards the pram and says,'Why dont I have

your name, if he'll have Dad's?'

Cora raises a hand to thank a driver.'Ah, but you do. Itt
just something no one else knows about,'she says as they

cross. 'Maia means mother.I can show you in my book of
baby names when we get home.'

'Does it actually?'Cora is surprised at how happy this

makes her daughter.'So why aren'1 u7s 6elling him some-

thing that just means Dad?'

Cora looks at the baby, whose full-moon face peeps

out from his oversized snowsuit. She stops pushing for a

moment and leans into his cocoon of talc-scented air. His
eyes flutter with excitement on meeting hers, his swaddled

limbs cycling frantically in celebration. He is not a Gordon.

She blinks I loue you,then straightens back up.'You know, I

did actuallv iook at rvtu
I liked rvas Julian. sr-hicl
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THE NAMES

'Oh, yes, the one with the older sister a1-'
'Sadler Swells. But I have a question,'Maia says, finding

her way back to their conversation before Cora has a

chance to correct her. She takes a breath, as though shet
about to ask something forbidden, and then says,'Why
does it matter? To Dad, I mean. The same-name thing.'

Cora wants to say it matters because sometimes big men
feel small inside. Because some people - like Gordon's
father - travel through life believing themselves so far
bevond improvement, they corre to think their children,
and their children's children, should all be made in their
narne. Because sometimes their need to please previous
generations is greater than their need to love future ones.

To Cora, it feels like a chest-beating, tribal thing. But she

doesn't say any of this to Ma-ia. She already picks up on
enough.The morning after a disagreenlent, no matter ho-w'

silentiy Cora has endured it, Maia will seek her out at the
kitchen sink, wrap her narror,v arms around hernvaist and

say,'My lovely mummy,' her cheek resting against Cora's
'oack. At those times, Cora feels the commiseration, the
shared sadness. And once, the dampness on the fabric at

the back of her dress where Maia's face had been moments

earlier.
'Tradition is just important to some people,' she says

instead.
'Having your own name is too. though. Sometimes?

Mavbe even Dad would've liked having his own one.'

Cora takes a hand ofr the pram to wrap her arm around
Maia's shoulder.'-Wise girl.'

She wonders again if she is doing this right. Any of it,
all of it. If it's even the right thing for Gordon himself to

be carlr ulq oir : : "

rn tirc .lr,r.lcrr

llcrFctLl.ttllr- t.l
irrrn. Pcr'h.ri. - -. . .

-'c a 1iL.cr'-rtIu t- \
\n.l -\1.,r.,. l.- .

r- cpil)g rlt. '-'-
': 'irt? Cor-., .' -

irrqtcqire h::.:,r.

= 
- : .;r'.Ltioil. '-- -:

'.rrlr \1.,i .'::
-'-'\\ sL'tt f l'L.tt-. ,-

I '.tr'.lct: . Pr:' ' 
,

.. -'rr' lrr q: ir'- .:. ,'
, .] ]r,ri.c ir t . 

.



'uA\o rrar{t perrt o1 uslplllll req roJ sl edoq Pa-r
rer.{ urr{.^&'qltd eru€s eqt .rrtoiloJ ot porrrlsJp rre selrl rraql
leqt a8essalu e tues LlSurnr,trun seq ags sdeq-rea['uaprnq ?

eq {rru'oo1 '1eql 'Surueeru sll 8u[ee,ter ur 'rueq] uaealeq
puoq luelrs r sr prpuelur ,(leur8rro sel\ arutu s,ele6 elrq^\\

tei{l req uo su.^Aep tl puv'uelu Sur.raaunuopJo suorlereuaE

ot rulq ert ilr.&\ trr{t 3rueu srr{t reqtorq rer{ e,tr8 ot 8ur
-aar8t roJ rorl Jo s>lurqt €l€W teq^\ srepuo^a rroJ ilq8r,r
s(ter{A\ Surop ueqt tueuodrur eJoru sr a:eed eqr Surdae:1

reqr .rerq8nep rrq Surq:ee1 lsnf eqs t,usl 'ErEW puv
'rJlE] lnq'1s:g te toN 'uortEreqrl E eq

ppo./!\ tueregrp Surqteruos pllqr rregt 8ur11eo sdeqre4'rurq
roJ rl yo tq8re.rl eqt Sursee;Jur 'sseue>l11 eql Sunenled.red
dpo sr raqtrJ s rrr{teJ srrl pue reqlg slq Jo .&\opeqs eqt ur
a^{ ot Surtuesuo: aq,/re141 'uortrp?rt srqt uo Surd:-reo eq

irncoToud

ot Jlesurq uoprog ro3 I

'll Jo duy'lq3g srqr 3rr

punoft ruJE JerI drrt ol

('euo u.rv\o m; Surrzr

asorurteruo5'gSnoqr .o

s{es eqs .'eldoed aruo!

sJueuroru ueeq Psq JrE
le )rrqeJ egl uo sseudu
eql'uorleJesru[uoJ JrfJ

s.rJo3 tsure8r Suosar 1
pu€ lsle /\ Jaq PImoIE su

or{l ]E lno req {aas [[Lr
1\l.or{ JeDerrr ou']uaureer
uo dn slcrd ,{prarJe aq,
eqs tng'3rmfr Ieqrrr'Etr
'seuo ernllJ e oI ol Peel
snorrrerd eseald ol P3JU
rr3rll uI oPelu eq I[e PIn
(uerplrql rleql {u.np crr

rrJ os se^Iosruagl Eur,r:
s(uoprog e{I - eldoed
ueru 3lq seurqeuros e6nq

."3urgt erueu-errres erl
d.UN,'s(es uaql pue .u:

qeqs qSnoqt se 'r{lerrq E

e seq eJoc eroJoq uoll
Surpug's.(es ereyq,'uorts

,48 Jelsrs J:

L



Lg6r



II

,anod l,uol\ 's:no.( Jo reeg alnrl sqt Jo e:rel poo8 e1e1
'-ralsrs 8rq pnord d:a,t e e>lrl >lool no1,'err141 ot uor{t puy
.4tr t(usl 'nod .ro3 lcayad lsnf s,tr 1ng,'rue;d sq otur s{ool
puE {sep er{l re^o seu€rf 3r{s 'eloJeq r€eg e peq fs^err
strl pur s:ea.( o.rnt-dlue.rnr :og qol srqt Surop ueeg s6eqs

rer{ s[e] eqs'ete:gruar erlt EroO spueq .re:lsr8ar ei-[] sV
'eleJ Jer{ uo esr-rd-rns aqt

sees pue '.rreqc loq aprseq spuets oq,u'rre141 le se:ue18 aq5
'sseurddeq Eur(zzrp dpoq-e1oq,r y'3ureq s,rro3 q8no:qt
sesrnor - doi'lr s,terll 'sad {o[ - ;8urqr srq] sr teq^\

3o a8.rns lea-r8 V'slo,{\o^ pue sluruosuor lsnf ;e8uol ou
'pa8:rq: slooJ euo qlea tnq 'U-V-E-g'sle11e1 :rnog lsnl
'J13o[J 'uI]lV -reag 'a8rd eq] ssoJre selolu lr se uad s,:e.rtsr8o-r

aqt Jo qru eqt ruo5 Surqr .{:rurp:oerlxe pur p:r8eu eluos

e1q Sur8rerue euo q:ee 'ru:oj sJo]]el eqt se ser{fle^\ E-roJ

)IYEg



THE NAMES

Outside the ofiice, Maia is giddy.'I can't believe vou
chose my name - I just- I just never thought you'd call

hin o,ry name!' Cora kisses her forehead and puts the en-

velope into her bag, as Maia wheels Bear onto the street.

At first, Cora feels as though she is floating above the

paving and, catching sight of her reflection in a shop

window, she's surprised to find she's a solid, grounded

thing. Maia is a few steps ahead, but she hears her stream

of chatter, observes her lovely back as she bends over the

handle to bring her face cioser to her brother's, and is

elated. She knows this will be a defining moment in Maia's

life, a tnoment when she was given a voice and wasn't

asked to fit into the shadow of her parents' rnarriage. Br.tt

then, before they've even reached the top of the hiil, comes

the knotry realisation of what she's done. If Gordon were

to discover the name was Maiat choice ... She blinks and

tries to push the thought away. He's never hurt Maia. But
perhaps that's because Maia has been good and small and

shown herself only in the places where Cora has sensed

it rvon't put her in harm's way, always calling her back,

sending her offfor a bath, or to fetch some unneeded thing
if shet Glt her stepping too close to the fire.

Beneath Cora's autumn layers, her top begins to dampen.

Her sanitary pad becomes a heavy wodge between her legs,

while a cold sweat mottles her forehead and prickles at

the back of her neck. Itt as if every fluid part of her is
attempting to escape her body. To make a run for it.

'What 
has she done? How could she have been so stupid?

And Bear.'W.ithout it being the choice of a nine-year-old

- because he can never know that it was - how can she

possibly explain this name? A name that will seem like she's
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